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ROM AN s iii. 16, 17, 18. 


Deſtruftion and Miſery, are in . Ways « And 
the Way of Peace have they not know, There 
is no Fear of God before ei, £yes, 


E are ſolb iy mer here this Day to 
commemorate the indeſerved, unhappy 
Fate of an ilient Prince; and de- 
precate the Vengeance of that Guilt, by which he 
fell a Sacrifice to the more than civil Rage of his 
own perfidious Subjects: Met by the higheſt Au- 
thority of this Realm, an Act of the Legiſlature, 
which enjoins, that the Anniverſary of that dark 
Day ſhall for ever hereafter be ſet apart, to be 
kept and obſerv'd as an Anniverſary of Faſtin 
and Humiliation, to implore the Mercy of God? 
that neither the Guilt of that ſacred and innocent 
Blood, nor thoſe other Sins, by which God was 
provok'd to deliver up both us and our King into 
the Hands of unreaſonable Men, may at any time 
hereafter be viſited on us or our Poſteriry. This 
is the Buſineſs of the Day, and I hope every 
body has been ſincere in the Prayers that have been 


B offered 
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offered up, and that the Lord will hear us in this 
Time of Trouble. 

I believe I may venture to aſſert of the Rebels 
in che laſt Age, as indeed of all others, that they 
will prove the Words of my Text to be ſtrictly 
true, that Peſtruttion and Miſery are in their Ways: 
And the Way of Peace have they not known. There 
is no Fear of God before their Eyes. 

The Words are pa-r of that Deſcription which 
the Apoſtle gives of the Cre of univerſal Dege- 
neracy and Corruption, under which the whole 
World, Jews and Gentiles, lay at the Time of the 
Appearance of the promis d appointed Atonement 
for the Sins of the whole human Race. 

The Deſign of it is to ſhew, that there is no 
Merit or Righteouſneſs in Man, that could entitle 
him to be, or make an Atonement for himſelf; and 
the Deſcription itſelf is drawn in the Colours with 
which the various Characters of Wickedneſs are 
painted in the Prophets of the Old Teſtament : 


And of all thoſe various Characters which diſgrace 
human Nature and diſturb Society, there is none 


to which the Words of the Text do more juſtly 


appertain, than that of the preſent Day and the 
preſent Times. 


They were the ſame Deſigns of wicked Men, 
whoſe Feet were ſwift to ſhed Blood, which then 


lurking under the fair Appearance of the Defence 
Eo 22290, of 
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of Liberty, and the Glory of God, facrificed both 
to their own private Views; and the ſame would 
70w grace the Name of a wicked Rebellion, cal- 
culated only for their own Ends, with the ſpe- 
cious Name of a Reſtoration and national Intereſt. 
What Deſtruction and Miſery, the inſeparable 
Attendants of Rebellion, were in their Way our 
Forefathers ſenſibly felt; and what there has been 
in that of the preſent Diſturbers of our Peace, too 
many already have, and all of us would much more 
grievouſly feel, ſhould God have thought fit, or 
ſhould he till, for the Puniſhment of our Sins, to 
deliver us over as a Prey into the Hands of thoſe 
blood-thirſty and cruel Men, who, as well as their 
Predeceſſors of the laſt Age, have not known the 
Way of Peace; and before whole Eyes, how much 
ſoever they may uſe the Name, there is no fear of God. 
Bur the preſent Occaſion directs me more particular- 
ly to the former, though the latter I ſhall not forget. 
The Calamities (as I ſaid) of Civil War are 
terrible; nothing but Deſtruction and Miſery. 
What Devaſtations were caus d by thoſe pious Saints 
of che Times I am mentioning, who under the 
Pretence of ſubjecting all the Scepters of the Earth 
to the Scepter of Chriſt, ſubjected their lawful 
Sovereign to their lawleſs Will, and thereby ſhew'd 
their Hypocriſy, by being willing to kill, only that 

they might reign themſelves? 
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The Way of Peace they did not know, for when 
he ſpake to them thereof, they made themſelves 
ready for Battle. Far be it from me to ſay, that 
King Charles had no Faults; he was a Man and 
ſubject to like Infirmities with human Nature: Bur 
I may venture to ſay with all his Faults, great even 
as his Enemies would have them, yet his Virtues 
would turn the Scale; if Piety, Chaſtity and Tem- 
perance are of any Price in the Sight of God. On 
the other hand, I do not ſuppoſe the firſt Diſtur- 
bers of Peace deſign d to proceed ſo far as to the 
Blood of their Sovereign; but it would have been 
more for the Honour of this Nation if they had 
proceeded by gentle Degrees, and remembred the 
wiſe Man's Advice; The Beginning of Strife is as 
when one letteth out Mater; therefore leave off Con- 
tention before it be meddled with, Prov. xvii, 14. 

Who could make more Condeſcenſions than he 
did : He in reality unking'd himſelf before he 
dy'd. It is a Maxim in the Law, that the King 
can do no wrong, and a very juſt one; for he thar 
is oblig d to ſee with other Mens Eyes, and hear 
with others Ears, how is it poſſible but he may be 
impos'd upon, and happy is that King that is not. 

The Roval Martyr on the Scaffold took notice 
of one Circumſtance peculiarly remarkable, and 
that is, how God had puniſbd that unjuſt Sentence, 
which he had ſuffered to take effet® on another, by 
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the ſame on himſelf. If we go through the whole 
Diſtractions of thoſe Times, we ſhall find it very 
obſervable how juſt the Almighty is in all his Ways, 
and holy in all his Works. I do not, nor will pre- 
tend to go through all, that is more then your Pa- 
tience will probably allow me; but it may not be 
amiſs to mention a few things, juſt to ſhew how 
dangerous it is to break through a Conſtitution, 
as ours is, ſo happily eſtabliſhed both in Church 
and State. 

The Lords conſented (at the Deſire of the Com- 
mons) that the Biſhops ſhould not fit in Parlia- 
ment ; the Houle of Commons, in return becauſe 
the Lords would not go all their Lengths, voted 


the Houſe of Lords uſeleſs and dangerous. The 


King went into the Houſe of Commons (perhaps 
too raſhly) and demanded the Six Members to be 


deliver'd to him, which was reckon'd a great Breach 
of Privilege; the Uſurper comes, and with an 
armed Force turns the whole Body out: 'Twas 
for himſelf he intended the King ſhould die, not 
for them. 

I muſt beg leave to mention one thing more, 
that theſe People had no more the Fear of God be- 
fore their Eyes, than they had regard to an injur'd 
Sovereign. One Part of the Nation voted the King's 
Condeſcenſions ſufficient, but they could only vote, 
the Army had the Power; that very Army which 


they 
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chey had raiſed to ſupport them againſt the King, 
was become their Maſters as well as the King's; 
there was nothing left to be diſputed about but the 
Church-Lands. The Sectaries of all Denominations 
imagind them to be a fruitful Soil, they deſired 
there to reſt for ever, for they coud have a De- 
light to dwell therein. Epiſcopacy muſt be abo- 
lifi'd ; no other Terms can be allowed, if that is 
not granted. Bur here the royal Martyr's Conſcience 
inte:ve:1'd, and tho' at the loweſt Ebb of his Affairs, 
from one of his laſt Priſons, he ſends a Meſlage be- 
coming himſelf. = 

As a Chriſtian he avow'd *, that he was ſatisfied 
in his Judgment, that this Order was plac'd in the 
Church by the Apoſtles themſelves, and chat ever ſince 


that time it had continued in all chriſtian Churches 
throughout the World until the laſt Century of 


Years: And in this Church and Nation, in all Times 
of Change and Reformation, it had been upheld 
by the Wiſdom of his Anceſtors, as the great Pre- 
ſerver of Doctrine, Diſciplide and Order in the 
Service of God. As a King, at his Coronation, 
he had not only taken a ſolemn Oath to maintain 
this Order, but that he himſelf, and his Predeceſ- 
ſors in Confirmation of the great Charter, had in 

inſepa- 


V His Majeſty's Meſſage for Peace from the Ifle of Light, Numb. 17. 


Reliquiz ſacræ Caroline, $vo. p. 126. or Dugdale's ſhort View of the Troubles, 
Oc. p. 268. 
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ſeparably woven the Rights of the Churches into 
the Liberties of the Subject. 

In another Meſſage * from the fame Place, he 
Firſt takes notice how unreaſonable it is, for the 
two Houſes to offer Violence to the Conſcience of 
their Sovereign; and then ſays, if they will not think 
fit to recede from the Strictneſs of their Demands 
in theſe Particulars, he could with more Comfort 
caſt himſelf upon his Saviour's Goodneſs to ſup- 
port him under all Afflictions, how great ſo ever, that 
may befal him, rather than for any politick Con- 
ſideration, which may ſeem to be a Means to re- 
ſtore him, deprive himſelf of the inward Tranquil- 
lity of his Mind. | 

This heroick Reſolution he held, we ſee, to the 
laſt, and his Memory would have been celebrated 
with the Praiſes due to a Martyr, if he had dy'd 
in any of the primitive Churches Time, as it is 
now juſtly celebrated by our own, 

The Days of the Martyrdom of the primitive 
Chriſtians are generally ſtil'd their Birth-days, in 
Memory of the Tribulations thro which they entred 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; and ſo great were the 
Triumphs of God's Grace in the Sufferings of this 
pious Prince; ſo much for the Honour of the 
Faith of which he was a religious Defender, and 
of that Church for which he fell a Sacrifice; that 

this 


His Majeſty's further Declaration concerning Epiſcopacy. Bibliotheca regia, 
Numb. 30, 319. p. 149. 


L 8 ] 

this Anniverſary of his Martyrdom might have 
been celebrated in the ſame Manner had he fallen 
by the Hands of Foreigners or profeſt Infidels. But 
when it is confidered how deep this Nation was 
concerned in the Guilt of his Sufferings, ſo deep 
that nothing but the Blood of the Son of God can 
expiate, and that God has declared, he will viſit 
the Sins of the Fathers upon the Children unto the 
third and fourth . Generation of them that hate 
him, the Legiſlature has juſtly appointed it a Day 
of Humiliation and Faſting. Thus was the Anoint- 
ed of the Lord, the Breath of our Noſtrils taken 
from us, and his Hope was full of Immortality---- 
but he is at Peace x. 

I have now finiſh'd the Firſt Part of what I de- 
ſignd to ſpeak to, and in the reſt of this Diſ- 
courſe beg leave to exhort you to a ſerious Conſi- 
deration of what has been ſaid, that twas the Sins 
of the Nation occaſioned that Rebellion, ſo like- 
wiſe we ſhould leave off ſinning now as the only 
certain Means of ſuppreſſing . unnatural Re- 


bellion 


The noble Hiſtorian's Character of him is in few Words, that he was the 
worthieſt Gentleman, the beſt Maſter, the beſt Friend, the beſt Husband, the beſt 
Father, and the beſt Chriſtian that the Age in which he lived produced. And 
thus ended a Year of the higheſt Diſſimulation and Hypocriſy, a Year of the 
deepeſt Villany, and moſt bloody Treaſon, that ever any Nation was ever curs'd 
with or under; a Year in which the Memory of all Tranſactions ought to be ras'd 
out of all Records, leſt by the Succeſs of it, Atheiſm, Inf delity and Rebellion 


ſhould be propagated. I habitus Animorum fuit, ut peſſimum facinus auderent 
pauci, plures wellent, omnes paterentur. 
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bellion which is now rais'd againſt his preſent moſt 
ſacred Majeſty. 

The Terrors of the Lord ſeem to be gone avroad 
in the World. Almoſt all Europe is in a Flame, and 
it has ſpread to our own Country too. Tho happily 
for us it ſeems at preſent to be mov'd farther off; 
yet nothing can extinguiſh that Flame which God's 
Judgments kindle, bur the leaving off thoſe 5 
Sins which the Land ought to mourn as the Cauſe 
of them. 

We have the Happineſs of having a King now 
placed over us, called by the Voice of the People 
to protect us; and can any one, will any one ſay 
he has not protected us in our Religion and civil 
Rights from that Popiſh Superſtition and arbitrary 
Power which had well nigh overturn'd both? 
Can any one ſay he has in the leaſt ſwerved 
from his Coronation Oath > has he not made the 
Laws of the Land the Rule of his Government? 
did he not come to reign over a willing and free 
People at their own Requeſt? was not the Suc- 
ceſſion ſettled in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, 
in the ſtated Form of national Conſent, by an 
Act of the whole Legiſlature 2 has he abridg'd us 
of any of our Liberties? Does not the meaneſt of 
his Subjects fully enjoy his Property and Liberty, 
Words always pleaſing to Britiſi Ears ? 


C W hat 
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What could poſſibly be the Caſe of a Change 
of Government, but to have a Popiſh Defender of 
the Proteſtant Faith; a Perſon bred up in the Bi- 
gotry of the Church of Rome; who could not but de- 
ſtroy our Liberties, with our Religion, as ſoon as 
ever it was in his Power? nay, though any could 
be ſo cowardly as to be a Convert to Popery, it 
would, ſuch is its Catholick Charity, burn their 
Bodies for the Salyation of their Souls. 

As to Promiſes, I mean Popiſh ones, every 
one in his Senſes certainly will not regard them; 
their conſtant Maxim, back'd by no. leſs Autho- 
rity than one of their general Councils, is that 
no Faith is to be kept with Hereticks upon pain 
of Damnation: And the moderate Pope, as he 
was called, has in this Century declar'd Stipulations 
in Favour of Proteſtants to be null and void, when- 
ever they are prejudicial to the Catholick Faith, 
the Salvation of Souls, or any Rights of the Church 
whatſoever, even though ſuch Engagements have 
been often ratified = confirm'd on Oath, 

The Promiſes of the bloody Queen Mary are 
well known by Hiſtory; how were they kept? 
the Declaration of King James the IId. at the 
Council-rable, his Wau! in Parliament, and his 
Conduct during the Time he choſe to reign over 
us, are too ll known by many now alive: I ſay 
choſe, for as a learned Prelate * obſerves, King James 


* Biſhop of Oxford. (er 
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ſet himſelf aſide, he abandoned the Government 
rather than adminiſter it according to Law, and 
by fo doing left the Nation under a Neceſſity of 
providing for itſelf in the Manner they did; the 
three Eſtates of the Kingdom were the only fit Judges 
of a doubtful Succeſſion, and fixed it where they 
did, paſſing by the abdicating Father and his pre- 
tended Son. 

As it has pleas d God to open the Eyes of the 
Rulers of this Nation, that we are brought out of 
the Darkneſs into the marvellous Light of the Goſ- 
pel, ſurely we ſhould take care not to be covered 
therewith any more; which muſt be the Caſe if 
a Popiſh Pretender (which God forbid) ſhould 
ever prevail here; and it is pretty certain it would 
be a Darkneſs that might be felt. Let us beſeech 
God Almighty that he would not remove his Can- 
dleſtick from us, ever remembring the Words of 
Queen Ame, of ever bleſſed Memory, to her Par- 
liament : All that is dear to you muſt be irrecove- 
rably loſt, if ever the Deſign of a Popiſh Pretender, 
bred up in the Principles of the moſt Arbitrary Go- 
vernment, ſhould take place. 

Let us then all unite with one Heart and one 
Voice, for this is no Party, but a common Cauſe, 
The Option is either a Proteſtant, which God con- 
tinue to lateſt Generations, or a Popiſh Power, 
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which Heaven 1w-':, Britons united may, under 
God, defy the World. Let us, I ſay, folemnly 
beg of God to go forth with our Fleets and Ar- 
mies againſt this bold Invader, this Diſturber of our 
Peace; let us principally rely (though human 
Means are, and muſt be uſed) upon the Lord of 
Hoſts, the God of Battle; for it is not by Might 
nor by Power that the Victory is gained, but by 
the Favour of Almighty God, who, we truſt, 
if we truly repent of our Sins, will be our Defence 
in this great Danger and Time of greateſt Trou- 
ble: His Favour is our beſt Security. 

Inſtances I have not time to mention now ; 
only reflect in general how God dealt with his 
People Iſrael. When they neglected his Worſhip 
and bow'd to Idols, then he gave them up into 
the Enemies Hands, and let them be led away 
Captive; but when they cried unto the Lord in 
their Diſtreſs, and turned from the Evil of their 
Ways, he repented of the Evil and had Mercy 
on them. 

May God not deal with us after our Sins nor 
reward us after our Iniquities. Is not the Ini- 
quity of this Land exceeding great? what De- 
luges of Profaneneſs and Immoralities! ſuch as, 
believe, were never known before. What uſed 
to be perform'd in ſecret, is now acted at Noon- 
day, nay proclaim'd on the Houſe- tops, even 
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gloried in. We have the Form of Godlineſs, 
but the Influence is gone. With what fatal 
Contempt do the Great treat Religion in many 
reſpects? I will mention one, and that is the 
monſtrous diſregard of the Lord's Day: They 
will rather chooſe to go, one to his Farm, ano- 
ther to his Merchandiſe, nay to mere Diverſions, 
than appear in a religious Aſſembly ro worſhip 
the Lord their Maker. But not only fo, the Conta- 
gion is ſpread amongſt almoſt all Orders and 
Degrees of Men; and in reality the Effect of all 
this Contempt of Religion has been to let Men 
looſe from thoſe Principles they had, and give 
them looſer in their ſtead. But I believe we 
ſhall always find that the trueſt Proteſtant is the 
trueſt Subject; the Proteſtant who is ſo out of a 
Motive of Religion as well as civil Liberty. 

It is in the Power of the middling fort of People 
to hinder the Contagion from ſpreading ; if only 
this way, that each will endeavour to mend one, 
and by their own good Example pur even Vice and 
Irreligion to the Bluſh, and oblige it to ſneak in 
Holes and Corners as it us'd to do. It becomes 
us to do all, at this Time, in our Power in De- 
fence of our Faith, and leave the reſt to the al- 
mighty's Providence. Now to be indifferent to Pro- 
teſtantiſm, or Popery, belongs only to thoſe who 
believe neither, not to thoſe who are really Pro- 

teſtants. 
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teſtants. God has now, to humble us, ſent his 
Plagues among us; not only War, but as judgment 
ſeldom comes alone, becauſe Men will ſeldom be 
reform'd by one, Murrain as well as Way; he waits 
with Patience to ſee if theſe ſore things will make 
us turn from our evil Ways; if they do not, he has 
choſe ſorer things, Conquelt and Peſtilence; tis not 
to be wondred, if he ſhould ſuffer the Romaniſts to 
come and take away our Church and Nation. 

If therefore you have any regard for your Anoint- 
ed Sovereign, by God's Appointment now ſet over 
us, and his illuſtrious Family, which God preſerve; 
if you have any Regard for your dear Country, for 
our more dear Religion, for our Liberties; if you 
have any Regard for your Poſterity as well as your 
Sovereign, ſurely you will humble yourſelves, this 
Day, before God with weeping, falting and pray- 
ing; (tis what the Day deſerves for royal Blood's 
being ſhed) and beg of the Almighty, that Iniqui- 
ty may not be our Ruin; that he would not re- 
member our Offences, nor the Offences of our 
Forefathers, but that he would ſpare thoſe whom 
he has redeemed with his moſt precious Blood, and 
not be angry with us for ever. 

Let us beg of God to go forth with our Fleets 
and Armies, to place a guard of Angels about the 
Perſon of his ſacred Majeſty and his royal General, 
that no unhallowed Arm may do them Violence; 


that 
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that God would be pleaſed to turn the Hearts of 
his diſobedient Subjects, and to put into his Hand 
a Scepter of Power, and a Sword of Juſtice, to 
enable him to cut off all Workers of Iniquity, 
who turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into 
Faction. | 

Let us beſeech God to bleſs all his Friends and 
loyal Subjects, that they, without Cruelty or Op- 
preſſion, may proceed towards the End of their De- 
ſires, and that he would crown all their Endeavours 
with a proſperous Event that a ſpeedy End may be 
put to this unnatural Rebellion; that all may co- 
operate to the Safety of our Sovereign and his 
Kingdoms, to the Practice of true Religion and 
Piety, and to the Comfort of all good People. 
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